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No Wrong Door Perspective
With the new lock down to respond to Covid crisis how should we work
together to support young people from this pandemic and prepare for a
brighter and more positive future?
The financial trauma of the pandemic on families has been immense.
Concerns have been raised for young people’s mental health and well-being
and the lack of support from personal relationships. The impact of poverty
and discrimination plays heavy on family life where living conditions could
be compared to life within a pressure cooker ready to explode. The
attainment gap between rich and poor is becoming a huge concern, there is
clear evidence of this being exacerbated. With the release of The Good
Childhood Report 2020 from the Children’s Society shows the trends of
children’s happiness is decreasing, some of the key findings were:
• There has been a continued decrease in average happiness with life
among 10-15 year olds in the UK
• Happiness with friends is in decline
• 15-year olds in the UK were among the saddest and least satisfied with
their lives in Europe
With millions of pounds lost in available funds for youth work services who
will provide the wrap around youth services that is so badly needed to
respond to these issues which too often goes unnoticed or unsatisfactory
supported.
The youth sector represents a rich and varied range of youth and
community organisations, professional youth workers and volunteers. At its
core, youth work is a distinctive form of education. Partnership working can
work to help provide a long term and sustained support of young people’s
health and wellbeing to provide targeted investment for children’s social
care so we can give families the help and support they need to get back on
track. Youth work focuses on personal and social development, designed to
support young people through adolescence, typically from 8 to 25 years of
age and in particular for vulnerable or marginalised young people.
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Services for young people are most easily recognised in non-formal settings
of youth centres and detached, outreach youth work. Local authorities have
statutory responsibilities to make sure, as far as possible, that there is
sufficient provision of educational and recreational leisure time activities for
young people. Unfortunately, with the challenges to budgets and the cut
back in available funds there is often a huge expectancy for these key
universal services often left to the community voluntary sector to pick up
this area work, to the voluntary. Unfortunately, with the reduction of millions
of pounds in lost funds for charitable youth organisations due to Covid
many of these supporting agencies offering young people’s health and
wellbeing from counselling, sexual health, drug & alcohol cessation and
mentoring vulnerable young people is putting many young people further at
risk.

The impact of this pandemic will be far reaching for us all, Covid has also
exposed a lot of injustices and inequalities and the erosion of people’s
basic, human rights. The world fortunately has not yet collapsed, and the
global pandemic has not led to instant cannibalism and even the worst
leaders even get toppled, so there is reason for hope! But real hope can be
magnified by people working together. As we emerge from the coronavirus
crisis, we can hit the restart button. We need to kick-start a new decade of
sufficient support for young people. Covid has politicised the young
indirectly as well as directly, check out our link to the Guardians interviews
of young people’s experiences of the lockdown.
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Now is an opportunity for us all to observe and appreciate the state of the
world but also listen to the views of young people, they will help develop
the future, in this 21st century of a 1st world society there is no need for
anyone young person to be disadvantaged by poverty.
There is a crucial role for all youth services in improving wellbeing and
helping young people find happiness in their lives and create a youth
service provision of sufficient substance to support and enable our young
people to be the very best they can be. We now need a strong cross sector
partnership to work together to enable all young people to come through to
flourish for the future.
To watch The Good Childhood report webinar from the Children's Society
please follow the link

Wishing all of our partner a happy
and healthy new year
From Will and the No Wrong Door
team
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THE NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE
Two months ago, the Guardian interviewed a group of young people from
across the UK about their experiences of the coronavirus pandemic and
their feelings about how their lives had been affected. Here those young
people reflect on an extraordinary year and share their hopes and fears for
the future. We have capture some of the comments from the young people
interviewed a group of young people but click on this link to read more:
Dylan, 23: “Covid has also exposed a lot of injustices and inequalities, from
the way the NHS is run to economic injustices.”
“The pandemic has also made me much more aware of the erosion of
people’s basic, human rights that can take place if we’re not vigilant.
Covid has politicised the young indirectly as well as directly. Because we’ve
all had to stay at home, we’ve been less distracted. I’m sure that’s why the
Black Lives Matter message were heard by so many. This is a good thing. It’s
an opportunity for us all to observe and appreciate the state of the world.
“The vaccine is a source of hope and optimism for me but the number of
conspiracy theories going round about it is alarming. It speaks to the mistrust
that people have in the government and the proliferation of misinformation
over social media.”
Aadam, 21: “One of the positives of the pandemic has been spending so
much time with my family this year. I’m usually constantly on the go but
spending so much at home and in the local community has almost felt like a
throwback to being young again. It’s been refreshing and good for the soul.
“It’s given me time to get to know myself too. I’ve got a deeper idea of what I
am, my goals and aspirations over the last nine months. I now have a much
better idea of where I want to be when there’s a fresh start in summer 2021.
Holly, 11: “The world feels lonelier to me because I don’t see as many people
around as we used to and can’t go anywhere. But, then again, I have got
used to it. Empty streets just seem normal. “Covid has changed me in a way
that I deal with my worries better now. I used to be quite worried sometimes
but lockdown has taught me not to worry. I’m not really sure how it’s taught
me that. I think I have grown up a bit.
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Nairn, 25:“Jobwise things are not good. I’ve been applying for a charity job
but the job market is saturated: so many charities have had to close or
reduce their staff that I don’t stand a chance competing for the same jobs.
Bethan, 19:“I’ve just started my new job and I’m really happy about it. I’m a
charity support assistant, mainly caring for the elderly when they come out of
hospital. I can’t be furloughed and there’s a constant need for our services as
time goes on, so I’m confident that I’ve got secure employment, which is an
amazing feeling. “It sounds odd but I’m looking after all these people but I’ve
got no idea what tier we’re in at the moment. It’s so complicated and changes
so often, that I’ve given up keeping an eye on it. I just do what I’m told at
work behave in a way that I think is sensible outside it.
Oliwia, 16: “My childhood years are coming to an end at a time when I can’t
enjoy them. I don’t leave the house without thinking, ‘Do I have my mask, my
gloves, my hand sanitiser?’ When I meet up with friends, I’m always thinking
‘Am I far enough apart from them?’ I can’t just live in the moment. I’ve had to
grow up quickly. I have realised the world is more complicated than I was
told. “It makes me feel that our last bit of childhood is being squandered. My
friends and I are missing out on creating the memories our ancestors did at
this stage of their lives. We can’t be spontaneous, independent and
adventurous, and because of that, we’re missing experiences and life
lessons. “During a crisis, we need clarity. Matt Hancock keeps using the word
‘robust’ but what’s robust about a £22bn system that gives completely
inconsistent advice? The responsibility lies with the government: they drew
up the guidelines and they created the systems. There have been too many
U-turns. “A lot of the nation has lost its trust and faith in the government
because of the confusing messages and lack of clarity. There are too many
unanswered questions. “My generation is becoming much more involved in
politics. We’re beginning to ask ourselves if they really know what they’re
talking about. A lot of people have realised that they can’t depend on
anything they’re being told.
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National Youth Agency guidelines
The National Youth Agency (NYA) as the Professional Statutory and
Regulatory Body for youth work in England has, in consultation with Public
Health England and the Health and Safety Executive, developed youth
sector specific advice and guidance. The guidance will support local
providers, leaders, volunteers and young people to remain safe when
engaging in youth sector activities. It is intended to guide the youth sector
in opening up services for young people at the right pace and time.
This guidance must be used in conjunction with the readiness framework
and your existing safeguarding policies and procedures. It is
complementary to government guidance on social distancing, travel and
other measures which must be adhered to.
** From 5th January 2021 we can confirm that the youth sector moves
into RED in the readiness framework.
The RED readiness level allows the following activities only, subject to a
COVID Secure Action Plan and Risk Assessment:
• Online and digital youth services
• Detached/outdoor local youth services
• 1-2-1 sessions with vulnerable young people (indoors)
• Small group work session indoors with vulnerable young people
(consistent with social distancing guidelines)
Youth sector providers are allowed to provide support and services to
vulnerable young people indoors during periods of RED readiness. Youth
sector providers should work within the spirit of lockdown and must not
provide open access/drop-in services at this time.
Please see link to the NYA webinar which gives further advice and
guidance
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WHAT'S COMING UP

Now offering flexible 1:2:1
appointments rather than drop-in
sessions
The next partner meeting 10am
Wednesday 20th January
The next Youth reps meeting will be 45pm Wednesday 3rd February.
For more information contact Kate on
nwd.admin@hvoss.org.uk.

CLICK TO SEE OUR PARTNER AGENCIES

FIND US
ON

01432277562
NWD@HVOSS.ORG.UK

A
SAFESPACETOTALK,FIND
HELP AND MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

