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Dear Sir/Madam , 
 
Violence affecting children and young people is preventable — and evidence shows that investing in the 
right approaches, in the right places, makes a real difference.  
 
I am therefore writing to bring to your attention the Youth Endowment Fund’s Youth Sector Practice 
Guidance, which launched in Spring 2026, and offers practical, evidence- based support for your local 
commissioning and planning. The Youth Endowment Fund was established with a £200m endowment 
from the Government and is the What Works Centre for preventing children and young people from 
becoming involved in violence.  
 
Youth provision plays a critical role in helping children to feel safe, connected and supported. 
High-quality youth services build trusted relationships and create positive opportunities for young 
people — particularly those facing the greatest risks. 
 
Drawing on the voices of more than 11,000 young people, alongside evidence from youth workers, 
academics and senior leaders from across England and Wales, the guidance sets out eight practical, 
evidence-informed recommendations for local systems and Commissioners: 
 

1. Target support where the risk of violence is highest. 
2. Close the most urgent gaps in youth club access.  
3. Raise the standard and reach of mentoring.  
4. Maximise the protective power of positive activities.  
5. Embed sustained support in high-need A&amp;E departments.  
6. Make multi-year core funding the default.  
7. Equip youth workers to safeguard children and young people.  
8. Prioritise evidence-based strategies and avoid harmful approaches.  
  

These recommendations directly support the Government’s wider priorities, including our Safer Streets 
mission, the National Youth Strategy, and Protecting lives, building hope - our plan to halve knife crime. 
 
I kindly ask that you and your teams review this guidance and consider how it can strengthen your local 
planning, commissioning and delivery. If you would welcome further support, please contact 
caleb.jackson@youthendowmentfund.org.uk at YEF, who will be happy to discuss how they can help. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Stephanie Peacock MP 

Minister for Sport, Tourism, Civil Society and Youth 
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