
﻿Latest from hvoss and the community sector: -

Update from Youth Meeting - 2nd July -
YOUTH STRATEGY COMING SOON, chance to

input

Network and training opportunities to benefit
your role and organisation - DBS webinar,

Charity Banking webinar with Unity Bank, next
Charity Chairs Meeting

Youth service information - Call for directory
information for hvoss stand at Parish Council

Summit



 

﻿Youth Provision Network – 2nd July 2026 @ Young Farmers, Tillington

Road, Hereford



Key takeaways: -

1.       YPN members
- Always doing great

things to support

young people in

settings across

county – Regular
networking for youth work professionals is highly valued.

2.       Onside – Emotional resilience and wellbeing support now available

– Presentation and Q and A at next HYPN on all services, and how to

access them.

3.       Team Around the Family (TAF) – Some comments about VCSE lead

practitioner role expectations and role and capability of sector – TAF Lead

to be asked to attend next meeting to discuss.

4.       Herefordshire Youth Strategy – HYPN Road Map priorities have

informed ‘strategic youth forum’ – Initiated by Tina Russell, Director of

Children's Services, Herefordshire Council. hvoss, The Diocese of

Hereford, Rural Media Company appointed to strategy youth group (as

part of Children and Young People Partnership Board).

5.       hvoss developing YPN action plan aligned to Youth Matters,

Herefordshire Youth Strategy (including call for resources for hvoss

support - discuss next time)

6.       Next meeting – Wednesday 12th August 13:00 – 15:00 again @

Young Farmers (all welcome – Please email mandy.furniss@hvoss.org.uk

to confirm attendance).

7.       More detailed information, including partner updates enclosed.

Herefordshire Youth Strategy - Its coming soon and input is now needed!

Herefordshire partners are developing a new youth strategy. YPN input will now help to shape.

HYPN reps met with Tina Russell in January 2026, hvoss, Rural Media Company and

mailto:mandy.furniss@hvoss.org.uk


Herefordshire Diocese joined a strategy youth forum (sitting under the Children and Young

People’s Partnership) which will lead development and implementation). Next meeting on 8
th

June.

Four Priorities in draft plan are: -

1.       Partnership, Governance, and Investment

2.       Welcoming, Safe, and Accessible Youth Spaces

3.       Richer Lives, Creativity and Opportunity in Our Youth Offer

4.      Workforce and Practice Development (Will L has met recently with parish councils and

Diocese to develop a short paper setting out how we might increase level of youth work -

presenting this to Youth Forum strategy group - chaired by Tina next week. (Much data and

evidence drawn from National Youth Agency)

hvoss currently working up draft YPN strategy input for our group to look at. This will be aligned

to draft council youth strategy that Tina Russell is leading on. All linked to the Youth Matters

national strategy reflecting the HYPN Road Map priorities we developed as a group. There are 4

priorities in Herefordshire Youth Strategy draft (which will sit under Children and Young People's

Partnership and be delivered by Youth Forum Strategy Group sponsored by Tina Russell).

Agreed hvoss should now add proposed functions and activities to a draft YPN action plan that

cover all the things we discussed on the Road Map (including adding another 5
th

 priority around

voice/youth involvement which feels critical to our network (including POV). It is hoped the draft

plan will show the value of other resources/partners, and it includes a request for some

investment in hvoss to facilitate future capacity building, case being made by WL.

Data sets and age range

Some discussions about age range for youth work. Generally agreed that youth work applies

from ages 8 – 25, but acknowledging other activities for ages either side of this. It was AGREED

further information needed on where young people live in the county. Amy agreed to seek data

sets from Understanding Herefordshire on where children and young people aged 8 – 25 live.

Core draft principles included in draft youth strategy: -

·       Inclusion & Equal Access

·       Recognise diverse interests, skills and hobbies across the county.

·       Commit to equitable access for vulnerable groups, including rural residents, young

·       carers, those with English as a second language, those care experienced, LGBTQ

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/CYPpartnership
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/CYPpartnership
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-matters-your-national-youth-strategy/youth-matters-your-national-youth-strategy
https://www.hvoss.org.uk/young-carers-young-adult-carers/
https://www.hvoss.org.uk/young-carers-young-adult-carers/
https://understanding.herefordshire.gov.uk/population/


·       young people and those at risk of exploitation.

·              Maximise inclusion for children with additional needs though supported engagement in

universal youth provision and through provision of specialist youth services (this added, in part

by comments made all the way through by several members of YPN, and other representations

that have been made).

Key action: Discuss draft Herefordshire Youth Strategy at next meeting including draft

HYPN Action Plan. Circulate documents at least 1 week in advance: WL

hvoss has submitted a Stage 1 Reaching Communities Lottery bid and are seeking c£300k for

sector support services over 3 years, including some aspects that will support youth facilitation

and enablement.

Training and Networking (details on hvoss June newsletter Here)

DBS Webinar with DBS Regional lead – 23
rd

 July

Unity Bank – Banking webinar - 14th July

Charity Chairs Meeting - Next meeting next Monday 13
th

 July 18:00 – 19:30

Active Herefordshire & Worcestershire Sport England Grant Webinar. 7
th

 July TODAY!

Partner updates

Hope Support Services – Summer programme in progress, including youth residential. Good

numbers to group in Hereford. Ross and Leominster numbers are little low. Sarting provision in

Ledbury and developing activities in Forest of Dean. Ongoing partnership with Hospice strong.

Lorna mentioned considerations around already stretched VCSE professionals having lead

practitioner role in Team Around The Family (TAF). Action: Michelle Tressler to be invited to next

meeting to discuss – AT, SM, or WL

Youth Employment Hub – 900 referrals in last c18 months. Outgrown existing premises, and

exploring new space, as well as waiting on DWP match funding contribution. Growing NEETS

needs (including higher statistics than immediate neighbours), especially needs around mental

health, social skills, engagement, and employability.

The Lemner – New charity and provision in Leominster going very well. 29 people at session

this week. Great opportunity for partnership, use of space/offices and local support welcomed.

https://www.hvoss.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/hvoice-June-2026.pdf
https://www.hvoss.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/hvoice-June-2026.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1057431010133696&set=a.187713287105477
https://www.hvoss.org.uk/charity-chair-of-trustees-meeting/
https://www.activehw.co.uk/events/2026/07/movement-fund-webinar1
https://hopesupport.org.uk/
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/youth-employment-hub
https://thelemner.org.uk/


Catch 22 – Services and support (group work/ 1:1) across county around exploitation

vulnerabilities

hvoss – Ongoing support requests through Volunteering Services for young people especially

NEET. Good examples of placement and work experience and exploring apprenticeship

opportunities.

South Shropshire Youth Forum – Aims to meet young peoples diverse needs through creating

individual and group activities for participation, education, and celebration. Core services are

based on delivering youth clubs and play schemes, diversionary projects and helping give young

people a voice.

Herefordshire Wildlife Trust – Summer programme, including ‘wild playing things’ differently.

Development of specific programmes e.g. neurodivergent young people – ADHD, Autism, and

opportunity for new engagements from 2027 in exploring naturally connecting young people in

different settings (x5). More details from Julia at HWT.

Close House – Continue to lead youth work that continues to regularly benefit over 600 young

people. Range of support and functions including support to practitioners, youth workers,

sessions and organisations across Herefordshire. Peer and professional support. Brokers

enablement of young people, including strong provision at other city location and sessions e.g.

Outback that can facilitate good youth work.

Active Herefordshire and Worcestershire – Welcome to network. Funded by Sport England.

Appreciate opportunity to develop partnership around broad interpretation – not just sport but

getting people more active, especially as Herefordshire has data suggesting up to 50% are not

active for 7 hours per week. Partnerships including School Games, Stride Active, Here Girls Can,

and significant potential to look broadly at ways to work together not just sport organisations

(c300 locally).

Onside – Developing existing and future provision around positive health and wellbeing

intervention and positive emotional resilience. Example given of where referrals can be made,

and triaging/pathways including Melo, Strong Young Minds. Developing outreach provision,

including @The Hub in Ross. Action: Fiona (and colleague?) to offer presentation, QA at next

meeting on all services

Next meeting – Wednesday 12th August 2026 – 13:00 – 15:00 @ Herefordshire Young

Farmers, Tillington Road, Hereford. To book your place please email

mandy.furniss@hvoss.org.uk

 

Information for Parish Summit Marketplace -

https://www.catch-22.org.uk/
https://www.hvoss.org.uk/
https://www.ssyf.net/
https://www.herefordshirewt.org/
https://closehouse.org/
https://www.activehw.co.uk/
https://www.activehw.co.uk/herefordshire-school-games
https://strideactive.org/
https://strideactive.org/here-girls-can/
https://www.onside-advocacy.org.uk/
https://www.onside-advocacy.org.uk/melo
https://www.onside-advocacy.org.uk/strong-young-minds


Tuesday 14th July
hvoss has recently been asked to provide a stand at the above event - If
you have leaflets or resources about your youth offer you would like us to
take along we will be pleased to promote if you are able to get them to
hvoss, Broad Street, Hereford.

It got us talking about how we could develop further understanding and
awareness about the fantastic local youth offers and services across the
Youth Provision Network. Based on the success of recent publications
including Herefordshire Funding Directory and Herefordshire
Community Network Refugee Week leaflet, we would like to invite you to
be added to the 'hvoss Youth Provision Network Directory' which will
showcase the collective efforts and what is happening where and when.
The directory will be available as an electronic resource on our website and
promoted across social media. To be included please provide a summary
of no more than 50 words about your provision, to include: -
Name
Summary statement of provision offered (when, what and when)
Contact details (email and telephone number)
Website and logo (if applicable)

Please email completed information to mandy.furniss@hvoss.org.uk along with the
following confirmation statement: -
"I confirm inclusion of the enclosed information in the electronic and hard copy of the
'hvoss Youth Provision Network Directory', produced by hvoss to promote youth
work activities across Herefordshire. I also given consent to this information being
promoted on the hvoss website, social media, and other hvoss communications. I
agree to the content being retained by hvoss for the purpose of hvoss mailing lists
and future hvoss communications".
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