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‘Connecting land to people and people to the land’

Growing Local was established ten years ago to enable the local community to access 
fresh local produce and get involved in enjoyable growing and cooking activities through 
our extensive educational programme. To date we have worked with over 8500 children, 
young people and families at our educational garden allotment plot and field kitchen and 
through workshops and events at schools and community centres across Herefordshire.

This proposal is a response to our own situation:  
Closure in Oct 2018 of the last major pick-your-own in Herefordshire (Court Farm, 
Tillington), our major supplier to the Growing Local Veg Bag Scheme, causing Growing 
Local to close its all-local Veg Bag Scheme at the end of July 2019.
and the impending food, farming and climate crisis
Ref State of Nature Report 2019. The Landworkers Alliance: A Peoples Food Policy - 
Transforming our food system (June 2017)

Why does Hereford need a Community Crop Share/Community Market 
Garden CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) Scheme?
You only have to watch and listen to the news to know that our food and wildlife system is 
in crisis. Ref Channel 4 news 3rd October: #Extinction Britain: 2019 State of Nature Report.

Our Food Production and Wildlife are connected 
‘If you pour poison unremittingly onto the land for 70 years you are going to kill 
everything’

‘the 6th great extinction’

The UK is one of the most nature depleted countries in the world - 22% drop in the 
last 10 years’

‘1 in 7 British species in in danger of extinction’


The nature and systems we use to produce our food have repercussions - we are 
having a devastating effect on our pollinators. We are part of a natural system - we 
have to value nature. 


Our Food System 
Currently ‘over 8 million people across England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
experience food insecurity and struggle to eat even one meal a day’. The UK as a 
whole is bound to secure the right to food under international law, and yet ‘there have 
been large increases in the levels of malnutrition, hunger and food bank usage, all of 
which are indicative of the UK being in breach of its international legal obligations in 
respect of the right to food’.


‘64%of farmers earn less than £10,000 per year, eight supermarkets control 95% of 
the food retail market’, and ‘farmers receive less than 10% of the value of their 
produce sold in supermarkets.’


’33,000 small to medium farms have closed down or been consolidated into larger 
holdings between 2005 and 2015’


In Herefordshire: Hereford City, Hereford South Wye and Leominster are all in the 
bottom 10% to 20% most deprived nationally. There is a high risk of obesity and 
dental decay in these areas. 12.3% of reception aged children in South Wye are obese 
(national average 9.4%); rising to 23% by year 6 (national average 19.1%) (Excess 
Weight Prevalence in Herefordshire: An Overview 2015). Childhood tooth decay rates 
in Herefordshire are amongst the worst in the UK, 41.3% of 5-year old’s have at least 
one decayed, missing or filled tooth; higher than the regional (23.4%) and national 
(24.8%) averages (Understanding Herefordshire: JSNA 2016 Summary Report).


We believe that Hereford needs a Community Market Garden NOW to 
address the loss of local growers; to connect the people of Hereford with their local 
Fruit and Veg; to give people of Hereford control of their local fruit and Veg production.

- We envisage a market garden on the edge of the city producing seasonal, chemical      

free fruit and veg.

- We would like to incorporate our educational garden into the 5-10 acre Market 

Garden. 

- Growing Local would continue to deliver 100+ Grow, Cook, Eat sessions per year to 

children, young people, families and adults. 

- The market garden would deliver an affordable weekly veg box to 100 - 200 

subscribers in the crop-share, all contributing ½-1 day per month of volunteer time. 



‘People Powered’ 
The Market Garden would also be home to a farm shop, a training venue for new 
entrants into the industry, a food education centre and a vibrant hub of land-based craft 
activities. And finally, we hope that the Community Market Garden would kickstart similar 
projects across the county. 


Other Key Facts and Quotes (https://www.peoplesfoodpolicy.org/)

The UK is currently only 57% self sufficient in vegetables and 18% self sufficient in fruit.

Over the last 30 years land dedicated to horticulture production has declined by 25%.

Globally, just six companies control nearly 60% of the global seed market - Monsanto 
now controls 26% of the seed market.


New entrant farmers find themselves locked out of the industry – the price of land for 
sale in England has more than tripled between 2004 and 2014. The price of land on 
average is now £19.2k/hectare (£7.7k/acre), putting land beyond the reach of those 
without financial backing.

‘Connecting land to people and people to the land’

‘The industrial farming model has led to 
an ecological crisis in the UK. 
Increasingly, we are witnessing ecological 
deterioration in terms of soil depletion, 
environmental contamination from 
agrochemicals, disease and antibiotic 
resistance, biodiversity loss, high GHG 
emissions, and huge amounts of food 
waste. More sustainable forms of 
agricultural production like organic 
farming have remained marginal, only 
occupying 2-3% of the total farmed area 
across the UK. The area of land farmed 
organically has fallen by 30% from a peak 
in 2008 despite growing demand for 
organic products in recent years.’ 

The UK relies heavily on food imports. Just 
over half of the food eaten in 2016 was 
produced in the UK (compared to almost 
80% in 1984). Fruit and vegetables are the 
largest category of food imports into the 
UK. The UK is currently only 57% self-
sufficient in vegetables and 18% self-
sufficient in fruit. Some varieties cannot be 
grown here, but many fruits and most 
vegetables can. The approach to 
agricultural policy taken by the UK 
government has focused on 
commodity crops, over-reliance on imports 
(which are often produced under appalling 
working conditions) and maintenance of 
low food prices, despite the inevitable 
negative impacts of this on the livelihoods 
of farmers and food workers in the UK and 
worldwide. 

The industrialisation of our food system has profoundly changed the very nature of 
what it means to be a food producer and food provider. These realities pose huge 
threats to the future of food security in England. With the steady erosion of the 
agricultural labour force, and the knowledge that comes with it, the ability to meet 
our food needs now and in the future is in jeopardy. Agriculture and food workers 
must no longer be dismissed as unskilled labourers and we must move beyond 
seeing the food system as a simple service provision. The social conditions, 
knowledge, skills and labour of food and agricultural workers are the foundations of 
our food system. 

The average age of a farmer is now 59 years, and there are few opportunities for young 
people to enter into secure and financially viable agriculture professions. The low pay and 
a negative cultural attitude towards farm work has acted as a powerful disincentive to 
young people considering a career in agriculture. 

What is CSA? Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) is a partnership between 
farmers and consumers in which the 
responsibilities, risks and rewards of farming are 
shared. 

The CSA system is one of the most radical ways 
that we can re-take control and ownership of our 
food system. 

There’s lots of information about the CSA market 
garden model and current schemes operating 
across the country on the UK’S CSA site: 
www.communitysupportedagriculture.org.uk. 

http://www.communitysupportedagriculture.org.uk
http://www.communitysupportedagriculture.org.uk

